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PUBGASTERS PEEVED

New EC regulations called too restrictive

By IAN MUNDELL BRUSSELS

European pubcasters are un-
happy with a rule that means new
or significantly modified services
must be evaluated in advance
against criteria set in Brussels.

The rule is part of revised regu-
lations on state-subsidized public

service broadcasting finalized
Thursday by the European Com-
mission. Each year European pub-
casters pull in €22 billion ($31 bil-
lion) in public coin.

The evaluation is intended to en-
sure that new services comply with
the broadcaster’s overall public serv-
ice mission, and any impact on the

‘Gossip’ flows to
German streaming site

By ED MEZA BERLIN

“Gossip Girl” has become the first U.S. TV series to stream on-

line at ProSieben.tv, German web ProSieben’s online video portal,
where it is available to viewers on an ad-supported basis.
Complete episodes of the show, which airs on the CW in the

U.S., will be uploaded each week directly after its free TV broadcast
on Saturday and remain available for a week.

The series airs a week in advance of its
regular TV broadcast on Maxdome, the
ProSiebenSat.1 group’s online video-on-

demand platform.

The distribution agreement
Warner Bros. Intl. Television Distribution
is a breakthrough for ProSiebenSat.1,
which has long offered locally produced
series and formats from its three main
channels online but has until now been
unable to stream its popular U.S.
content, which includes “Supernat-
ural,” “The Tudors,” “Terminator: The
Sarah Connor Chronicles,” “Navy

CIS” and “Nip/Tuck.”

ProSieben wants to expand its on-
line offering and is in negotiations to

secure further rights for shows.

with

Gionzo to delist, downsize

By MARK SCHILLING TOKYO

Japanese toon house Gonzo will
delist from the
Mothers section of
the Tokyo Stock Ex-
change on July 30.

Its debts have ex-
ceeded its assets since the
fiscal year ending in
March; under TSE rules, a
company must prepare for |
delisting if it stays in the
red for two consecutive fis-
cal years.

Gonzo is in the process of a

restructuring that will reduce its ’

“Afro Samurai: Resurrection”

creative staff from 130 to 30 within
five years and stem the losses.

The toon house listed on the
Mothers exchange for start-
ups in November 2004.

Gonzo’s many credits
include “Afro Samu-
rai,” a toon se-

co-produced
by Samuel L.
Jackson  that
# aired on Spike TV

in 2007. A follow-
up pic, “Afro Samurai:
W Resurrection,” was
" broadcast on Spike in Jan-
4 uary and released on DVD
in February.

ries voiced and

market is balanced by public gain.

European Broadcasting Union
topper Jean-Paul Philippot argued
that it would have been better to leave
the choice of mechanism to national
governments, which can respond to
local social and cultural needs.

“There is a real risk that the
unique, dynamic function of public
service media will be endangered
by unduly restrictive regulation,” he
said, calling for the rule to be im-
plented flexibly.

The regulations, updating a 2001
law, are intended to allow govern-
ments to subsidize cutting-edge
pubcasting without treading on the
toes of commercial operators.

“Public broadcasters will be
able to take advantage of the devel-
opment of digital technology and
Internet-based services to offer
high-quality services on all plat-
forms, without unduly distorting
competition at the expense of other
media operators,” said competition
commissioner Neelie Kroes.

The Assn. of Commercial Televi-
sion in Europe is happy with shift.

Hulu dances toward
U.K. September bow

By STEVE CLARKE LONDON

Online video service Hulu plans to bow in the U.K. in Septem-
ber and is close to reaching content deals with local broadcasters.

Hulu, co-owned by News Corp., NBC Universal and Providence
Equity Partners, is believed to be offering broadcasters equity stakes
in the UK. service plus a share of online advertising revenues. (Dis-
ney has a deal pending to become a co-owner.)

Unconfirmed reports suggest execs have already approached com-
mercial terrestrial web ITV regarding a stake, something Hulu would
not confirm. “Hulu continues to investigate opportunities for interna-
tional expansion but doesn’t have any details

to share at this time,” a rep said.

One difficulty facing the launch is
clearing rights. Premium shows like “The

Simpsons”

and “Heroes” are unlikely to be available, but 3,000

hours of other U.S. shows are expected to be featured.

The launch is being watched with keen interest by local indus-
tryites, who have been frustrated by regulators in their attempts to
launch a similar commercial online video offering. The success of
the BBC iPlayer suggests there is a gold mine waiting for the first

to successfully tap this market.

Earlier this year the proposed online service Kangaroo, backed by

the BBC, ITV and Channel 4, was nixed by the Competition Commis-
sion because it was feared it would unfairly dominate the local market.
Another online video offering, Canvas, bankrolled by the BBC, ITV

and telco British Telecom, is waiting to be greenlit by the BBC Trust.
The news backs Five topper Dawn Airey’s recent warning that un-
less Brits got together on online video, a U.S. outfit would strike first.

Banijay’s swimming in Teutonic Brainpool

By JOHN HOPEWELL MADRID

Pan-European TV shingle Bani-
jay Entertainment has bought a
50% stake in Germany’s Brainpool
TV. Price was not disclosed.

Cologne-based Brainpool will
continue to be run by Stefan Raab
and fellow shareholders Jorg Gra-
bosch, Ralf Gunther and Andreas
Scheurmann. The buy gives Bani-
jay a major presence in Teuton TV
and a partnership with one of its
most charismatic stars — Raab.

A talent-driven concern, Brain-
pool groups 16 companies ranging

Courhit

from light entertainment and fic-
tion production houses to inter-
active and facility companies and
joint production ventures for per-
formers such as Anke Engelke and
Bastian Pastewka.

Its hits include Raab’s latenlght
yakker “TV Total” and the prime-
time “Schlag den Raab” (Beat the
Host), both on ProSieben, where
Raab takes on members of the pub-
lic or celebs at bizarre challenges.

Banijay will twin Brainpool’s
Teuton talent with Banijay formats,
either created inhouse, bought by
its acquisitions department or
sourced from its international part-
ners and subsids. The relationship
is a two-way street, Banijay CEO
Guillaume de Verges stressed.

(Ed Meza in Berlin contributed
to this report.)

SPAIN

Xpand, Vercine
how pic distrib

Digital 3-D system company
Xpand and  Barcelona-based
Vercine will launch a film distrib in
Spain this September.

The still-unnamed shingle
aims to handle four or five %»
3-D films a year, starting %
with “Garfield’s Pet Force #
3D” and “Battle for Terra
3D — Emlllano

de Pablos

SOUTH KOREA
Film topper felled

Korean Film Council topper
Kang Han-sup ankled Thursday
after receiving poor marks in an
evaluation conducted by the Min-
istry of Strategy and Finance.

The Ministry, which supervises
the body, gave the lowest grade to
the council during an evaluation of

92 governmental orgs issued
P June 19, and recommended dis-
missing Kang. Org will be
under the control of vice
chairman Shim Sang-min
for now. — Han Sunhee

GERMANY
0ff the dance floor

Wim Wenders has halted pro-
duction of his 3-D dance pic featur-
ing Pina Bausch following the Ger-
man choreographer’s death on June
30, five days after being diagnosed
with cancer.

Wenders announced the ambi-
tious production a couple of
months ago, saying, “The two-di-
mensional cinema screen is just
not capable of capturing Pina
Bausch’s work, either emotionally
or aesthetically.”

— Ed Meza



